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LIGHTS,
CAMERA...
LOVLE!

YOUR WEDDING FILM SHOULD BE THE NEXT BESTTHING
TO THE REALTHING.

You take your seat in the hushed
movie theater. The lights go down
and you feel the pulse of anticipation
that comes before the opening cred-
its flash onto the screen. You reach
for your sweetheart's hand, and wait
for the magic to begin.

Sitting down to watch your
wedding film should feel exactly like
this. And the video of your once-in-

a-lifetime occasion should deliver

all the emotion, action, scenery and
spectacle of a great cinematic work.
Choose the right filmmaker for your
special day, and you'll enjoy the
movie-watching experience of a life-
time, every time you watch it.

SAY“YES" TO FILM

Even though the traditional art of still
photography remains a permanent
fixture on the list of wedding-day
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Iideo transports you back to a particular moment in time, in a way that nothing
else can. Iilmmaking is all about capturing the emotions that accompany the
sights, sounds and voices of those you love. It's a fully immersive experience, and a
powerful way for you to truly relive the past.

- ALEX DOUGLAS, SCULPTING WITH TIME PRODUCTIONS

must-haves, there's a reason why videog-
raphy is the current generation's favored
form of media: “Video transports you back
to a particular moment in time, in a way
that nothing else can,” says Alex Douglas,
three-time-Emmy-winning filmmaker and
founder of Seulpting With Time Productions.
"Filmmaking is all about capturing the
emotions that accompany the sights,
sounds and voices of those you love, It's a
fully immersive experience, and a powerful
way for you to truly relive the past.”

“When it comes down to it, there's
nothing that can replace hearing the
crack in your spouse's voice as they say
their vows to you, and watching tears
stream down their face as you gaze
back at them,” adds Aaron Tharpe of
31 Films, who understands the value
of each wedding detail. “There's noth-
ing that can stand in for real moments
and thoughtful speeches from your
closest friends and family, but finding a
wedding filmmaker who will personalize
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and tell your story,” he notes, might just
be the next best thing.

If your strict budget has you consid-
ering forgoing videography, you may
want to reconsider. "We have a lot
of brides who leave videography to
the last bit of the budget, and | think
they suffer because of it," says Daniel
Salazar of Seventh Ray Films. “If you
look at a videographer's work, it's
easy to see why a video of your best

moments is worth it."

INTERNATIONAL AND 3X EMMY AWARD WINNING CINEMATOGRAPHY
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So do yourself a favor and do your
research before making the final call.
Chances are, at least one videographer's
wedding video highlights will move you

to tears and make you long for your own.

High-end technology, heavy-duty equip-
ment and advanced editing software that
is available to professional videographers
today means that wedding videos are
blowing up the market. You can experi-
ence your whole wedding day over and
over again in a variety of different styles,
including traditional or short-form videos,
and cinematic- or documentary-style films.

Salazar strives to integrate an "unob-
trusive, documentary style with a cine-
matic flair” into his wedding films, giving
the couple a little bit of everything,

while Douglas focuses specifically on
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artistic storytelling—incorporating “natural
audio, slow-motion, aerial cinematogra-
phy, vintage lenses and a few secret tricks
to create a look and feel that's unique to
Sculpting With Time."

Every videographer is different and
each one is sure to add a different
personal touch to his work—-something
that sets your video apart from others.
“As a filmmaker, it's really important to
have various techniques and tools at your
disposal,” says Douglas. "A true artist will
have their own visual language and style.”

To ensure that your videographer is
capable of delivering a film you'll be
thrilled to watch and share with friends
and family, make sure the person actually
shooting your big day has the skills and
technological expertise to get the job
done. “You need to ask, ‘'Who is shoot-

ing my wedding? How much experience
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does that person have? What kind of
equipment is he or she using?" advises
Zia Ahmed of Aventography Photo &
Video. "It's unfortunate, but some compa-
nies will hire a firsttime videographer at
a low pay rate, and tell them to go out
and shoot. But an experienced videogra-
pher will know positions—where to stand.”
They'll also know how to shoot in a low-
light environment, which is the case with
most weddings, so that your wedding
film is not grainy, and footage is smooth
and steady.

In the end, the best videos are the
ones that tell a complete story, says
Tharpe. At 31 Films, "We try to balance
cinematically beautiful ‘capture’ and
meaningfully documented moments,” he
says. But he does add that his company
values the moment over the shooting

technique. "While we always want our
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clients to be visually engaged, we know
that a well-told story will hold their
hearts and attention much longer.” You
are the star of your own wedding video,
after all, and it's your story that deserves
to be told.

GO FOR ASHOW

With so many exciting videography
options available, you may want to look
beyond the basic wedding film.

One particularly exciting advance
in technology is the advent of drone
videography, which involves a remotely
controlled device shooting footage while
hovering over the action below. But be
aware that drone technology has its own
risks—particularly in indoor environments
where low ceilings and surrounding walls
present obstacles to the device, and fall-

ing drones present a risk to guests. To
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overcome these, Aventography recently
developed a proprietary "aerial footage”
technology, which allows the videog-
rapher to get a bird's-eye view, without
the risks of a remote-control drone.
"Everyone loves it,” Ahmed says.

Another video twist is to incorporate film
into your actual ceremony or reception,
says Tharpe, whose company offers several
creative ideas to do so. "One of our favorite
ways to make film a part of the experience

is through our ‘Lovestory’ films. In these,
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we have a conversation with the couple—
about how they met, what they love about
each other, and what they see in their
future together—and mix it with beautifully
personalized engagement sessions that
range from fun to romantic.”

Whether you want to show your film as
an introduction to your rehearsal dinner,
in the middle of cocktail hour or to kick
off your reception, it's a fantastic way
to share your history as a couple with

friends and family.
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On top of that, 31 Films will include
a same-day edit of your wedding day
into the original Lovestory, to create
something truly special. "The result is a
completely unique and individualized
wedding film, that the couple and their

guests will never forget.”
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